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REPATRIATION: Shattered Hope 


TWELVE thousand Tamil refugees 
have returned from India to an 
uncertain future and suffering in 
North-East Sri Lanka. The refugees 
are repatriated under an arrangement 
between the Sri Lankan and Indian 
governments without involvement of 
the United Nations High Commission 
for Refugees (UNHCR). India says 
30,000 refugees in Tamil Nadu have 
expressed desire to return to Sri 
Lanka. According to Indian officials 
at the beginning of the repatriation 
programme in January, there were 
210,782 refugees in Tamil Nadu and 
of them 110,782 in 192 camps run by 
the state government in 18 districts. 


UNHCR has declared 1992 as the 
“Year of Voluntary Repatriation’ and 
plans during this year to launch more 
than 20 organised repatriation 
programmes covering 1.7 million 
people. Despite the emphasis on 
repatriation, the UN refugee agency 
has refused to endorse this repatria- 
tion for the reason that conditions for 
returning refugees are unsafe in Sri 
Lanka for returning refugees. The 
British Refugee Council and the US 
Committee for Refugees have raised 
questions about the voluntary nature 
of the repatriation. The UNHCR 
Handbook for Social Services states 
that in order to safeguard the 
voluntary nature of repatriation, 
refugees must be given the oppor- 
tunity to express freely whether or not 
they wish to repatriate. The 
Handbook also emphasises the need 
to provide information on current 
conditions in the home country, the 
possible risks involved in returning 
and assistance after return to enable 
refugees to make the right decision. 


Although not signatories to the 
1951 UN Convention on Refugees 
and its 1967 Protocol, India and Sri 
Lanka as UN member states have a 
moral obligation to ensure protection 
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of the refugees. UNHCR’s primary 
function is protection of refugees. In 
the current programme however, 
protection appears to be least concern 
of the two governments. In December 
1991, Tamil Nadu government 
Officials distributed forms to refugees 
which were in English, purportedly to 
obtain a statement of voluntary 
declaration, being fully aware that 
many refugees would not understand 
the language. 


Tamil Nadu Chief Minister 
Jayalalitha is determined to send back 
all the refugees and there is hardly 
any Opposition in the state Legislative 
Assembly to challenge her words or 
deeds. She announced in the 
Assembly on 19 March that a LTTE 
hit squad had been sent to Tamil 
Nadu from Jaffna to assassinate her 
and rescue those detained in . 
connection with the Rajiv Gandhi 
murder. Observers believe that the 
statement was made to justify return 
of the refugees. Immediately 
thereafter the Tamil Nadu govern- 
ment issued a notice calling all those 
living with friends or relatives outside 
refugee camps to apply to the 
Collector’s office before 27 March if 
they desired to return. Refugees have 
expressed fear that the police will 
begin to harass them on the strength 
of the government’s notice, as on 
earlier occasions. 


When the Sri Lankan government 
earlier said that it was prepared to 
accept the returning refugees, Indian 
Prime Minister Narasimha Rao 
categorically declared that the 
repatriation programme would not be 
implemented if the purpose was to 
simply transfer the refugees from 
camps in India to camps in Sri Lanka. 
But a number of returned refugees 
have been compelled to live in camps 
for several weeks because they are 
unable to go to their home areas. The 


request by former Tamil Nadu Chief 
Minister M. Karunanidhi to postpone 
repatriation as conditions were unsafe 
in Sri Lanka, is a voice in the 
wilderness. NGOs in Tamil Nadu say 
that the conditions in home areas of 
refugees in Sri Lanka were not 
explained to them. In the last two 
months the Army has launched 
several Operations in the north 
including “Operation Wanniwickrama 
IIT” and “Operation Sixer”. In these 
operations a large number of 
casualties has been reported. 
Northern areas are shelled and 
bombed every day and the economic 
blockade is still in force. The Army 
also plans to launch a major offensive 
on the Jaffna peninsula. In the East 
large numbers of deaths have been 
reported in clashes and many civilians 
also have been killed. Abductions and 
disappearances continue unabated. 
The Sri Lankan government says the 
situation is returning to normal and 
to confirm this Tamil Nadu Special 
Rehabilitation Officer C.N.Ramadas 
arrived with the refugees from India 
on 26 February. 


Refugees who returned to 
Talaimannar were shocked to find an 
extremely tense situation prevailing. 
They had been told in India that 
normalcy had been restored. On 27 
February some returning refugees 
were arrested by the army and many 
refugees immediately wrote to India 
informing relatives not to return to 
Sri Lanka. Some found their houses 
completely destroyed and others were 
prohibited by the army from visiting 
their villages and have been 
compelled to stay in the Talaimannar 
and Pesalai refugee camps. Refugees 
who have returned to Batticaloa told 
a visiting Opposition delegation that 
they had been paid only Rs.250 on 
arrival and since then no attempt has 
been made to provide them relief. 
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Leaders of the militant group Tamil 
Eelam Liberation Organisation 
(TELO) met International Affairs 
Advisor Bradman Weerakoon and 
Defence Ministry Secretary Cyril 
Ranatunge on 20 February and it was 
agreed that TELO would protect 
returning Tamil refugees in 
Veeramunai and Sorikalmunai in the 
Amparai District from Muslim home 
guard attacks. The deployment of 
TELO to protect refugees is an 
admission on the part of the Sri 
Lankan government that refugees are 
not safe. In Trincomalee where 
refugees arrive from India, nine 
Tamils were abducted from the 
Clappenberg refugee camp on 14 
January and they have disappeared. 


Refugees at Talaimannar and 
Pesalai pleaded with the visiting 
three-member UNHCR team to assess 
the situation and to consider 
provision of relief, to take them to the 
Madhu refugee camp which is 
managed by the UN organisation. 
Refugees believe that they would be 
safe only at this camp and also would 
receive adequate food. The UNHCR 
Officials told the refugees that they 
could not go to Madhu because of the 
shortage in water supply following 
severe drought. 


It is clear the situation in Sri Lanka 
remains unsafe. In these circum- 
stances it is a matter for grave 
concern that the Indian and Sri 
Lankan governments have paid no 


heed to protection of refugees. The 
two governments must realise that 
conditions will remain unsafe unless 
and until a solution to the Sri Lankan 
crisis is reached. The two governments 
must genuinely work towards a 
solution and not merely attempt to 
show the world that ‘normalcy’ has 
returned at the expense of the lives of 
refugees. 


Two and a half year old Sutharsan 
returning with his mother on 31 
March in the refugee ship from India 
became very ill and died on board 
because the ship was delayed by 24 
hours due to mechanical problems. As 
far as the governments are concerned 
Sutharsan is just another refugee¢ 





Drought causes 
Reduction in Wages 


The severe drought in the Hill 
Country has adversely affected the 
plantation workers. Tea plants in 
several areas, particularly those newly 
planted, have dried. During March the 
plantation workers were engaged day 
and night in bringing water from 
distant places in an attempt to save 
the plants. In Kahawatte in the 
Ratnapura District the extreme 
dryness caused wild fires and in 
Kegalle vandals burned several acres 
of tea and rubber estates. Because of 
the drought the workers were 
provided only a few days’ work which 
has consequently affected their wages, 
despite government assurances that 
work would be provided for six days in 
a week or the full wages paid. 
Plantation trade unions have urged 
the government to provide relief to 
the workers¢ 





Bombing in Vavuniya 


Sri Lankan Airforce bombed a 
house in Nochchimoddai in Vavuniya 
District on 29 March where people 
travelling from the North to buy their 
provisions usually leave their bicycles. 
Part of the house was destroyed and 
many bicycles were reported damaged 
in the bombing. 


Prime Minister says Bank Loans cannot be 
Recovered 


The announcement by Prime 
Minister D B Wijetunge that Rupees 
6 billion (£85.7 million) paid as loans 
to individuals by the state banks the 
Bank of Ceylon and the People’s Bank 
cannot be recovered, has shocked 
many people. Many believe that the 
statement was made to cover up 
corruption in high places. Loans, 
specially large amounts, are granted 
only on adequate security being 
furnished and greater the amount of 
loan greater the security demanded. 
Futhermore the law provides 
adequately for the recovery of loans 
and the laws have in the past been 
consistently used by the two banks 
against people to recover small loans. 
Many people have lost their property 
which had been designated as security 


for loans. Others had to pay higher 
interest rates despite difficulties 
caused by the violent situation in the 
country. 


The banks have on record the 
names of the persons who had 
obtained loans and the details of their 
properties. Furthermore these matters 
involving the two banks had been 
referred to in the reports of the 
Auditor General. Some people believe 
that these persons who are not paying 
back the loans have political 
patronage and are supported at the 
highest levels in the government. 
Others are simply astounded that a 
government can make such an 
announcement to safeguard its 
supporters in violation even of the 
provisions of the Constitution. 





Supreme Court ruled to issue Notice in Tamil 


The Supreme Court ruled in a 
fundamental rights application that a 
Plantation Tamil’s language rights 
under the Constitution had been 
breached. 


Mariyappan Vijayaratnam had 
made the application to the the 
Supreme Court under Article 126 of 
the Constitution. He has complained 
that he was issued a notice in English 
asking him to quit his residence on 


the estate in November 1988 and that 
he could not understand, read or write 
English. He stated that he was 
entitled under Article 22(2) A of the 
Constitution to receive the notice in 
the Tamil Language. 


The Supreme Court said that no 
further action should be taken on the 
notice in English and a fresh notice in 
Tamil should be issued to Mr 
Vijayaratnam¢ 


LLL 


Tamii Information No. 8 


2 





THE LONG 
MARCH 


Over Ten thousand people were 
reported to have joined the 179 mile 
long march organised by seven 
Opposition parties, which began at the 
Viharamahadevi Park in Colombo. 
The march was organised to protest 
against government repression, human 
rights violations, the government’s 
handling of the ethnic problem and 
the high cost of living¢ 


EXPENSIVE 
PLANS FOR 
AIR-LANKA 


SLFP MP MPC V Gunaratne 
condemned the government in 
Parliament for allocating US $ 700 
million from Public funds for the 
purchase of six aircrafts for Air . 
Lanka. This according to the MP was 
half the amount spent on the 
Mahaweli Project, the biggest 
development project in the country. 
This amount also represented 20% of 
this year’s budget¢ 





NO SALARIES 
FOR TEACHERS 


Sixteen Thousand Tamil teachers 
and Education Department employees 
in the Tamil Homeland have been 
deprived of their salaries. Delay in 
getting funds from Treasury was 
blamed for non-payment? 


LAND DENIED 
FOR TAMILS 


It was reported that applications were 
called recently for distribution of land 
in the Dodangoda area in the 
Kalutara District by the Pradeshiya 
Sabha. Interviews were held at the 
Dodangoda Assistant Government 
Agent Division and sixty applicants 
were selected for land allotment. It 
was said that although number of 
Tamils applied there were no Tamils 
among the chosen sixty. This 
according to the officers was because 
they had applied the rule that land 
must be distributed according to 
ethnic ratio¢ 





TIC ACCESSION LIST 


A Selection of documents received by TIC in March 1992 


PB 


Salatam: [layor thinkal ithal (Text in 
Tamil) . 

Yalppanam; Fe.1992. 

24p. 


DESCRIPTORS: Politics / Educational 
Development / Culture / Vavuniya District. 


SHR 655 
Sri Lanka Poverty Study. 


U.K.: European NGO Forum on Sri 
Lanka; December 1991. 


50p.,Tables. 


DESCRIPTORS: Wealth Distribution / Welfare 
Policies / Political Violence / Fiscal Structures / 
Political Reforms. 


SHR 656 


NGO joint-statement on Sri Lanka. 
1997; 


2p. 

DESCRIPTORS: Summary Execution / 
Disappearances / Blockade / Women / Displaced 
People. 


SHR 657 


Statement by Mr.Bradman Weerak- 
oon of Sri Lanka delegation. 
Geneva: Commission on Human 
Rights; 27 February 19972. 

4p. 

DESCRIPTORS:Armed Insurgency / Human 
Rights / Human Rights Commission / Funda- 
mental Rights 

GFL 240 

McCarthy, Mark 


Public Health Report 1991 by Mark 
McCarthy. 


London: Hampstead District Health 
Authority; 1991. 


88p. 


DESCRIPTORS:Health Needs of Ethnic 
Minorities / Homelessness / Mental Illness 


GFL 241 


Eastern Province Agricultural 
Co-operative Union Ltd. Batticaloa. 


Commemorative Volume, 1978 
Batticaloa: St. Sebastian Press. 


42p. Llus. 


DESCRIPTORS: Co-operative Move- 
ment / Eastern Region / Agriculture 





GFL 242 


Homage to a Guru: S.Handy 
Perinbanayagam edited by S.Sivanaya- 
gam and S.Ratnapragasam. 


Colombo: The Handy Perinbanaya- 
gam Remembrance Committee; 1978. 
38p. ; 

DESCRIPTORS: Social and Political activites 
in the Northern Region / Kokuvil Hindu College 


GFL 243 
Arasaratnam, Sinnapah 


Historical Foundation of the 
Economy of the Tamils of North Sri 
Lanka: Chelvanayakam Memorial 
Lectures. 


Jaffna: Thanthai Chelva Memorial 
Trust; 1982. 

44p. 

DESCRIPTORS: Tamils / Northern Region / 
Economy 


GFL 244 


Sanmarkkasabai Kurumpacitti: 
Impaththintham Anduth Thokup- 
parikkai.(Text in Tamil) 


Kurumpasitti: Pirasatappirivu; 1990. 


14p. 

DESCRIPTORS: Libraries / Health Service / 
Animal Husbandary / Agricultural Exhibitions / 
Book Exhibitions 


SHR 659 
Chandrabos, Subramaniyam 


Iruvatham Nuttandil Thalththappadda 
Thamilarkalin Kalvi Valarchchi.(Text 
in Tamil) 

Yalppanam: Seddiyar Achchakam; 
1989. 


42p. 
DESCRIPTORS: Tamils / Education / 
Depressed Class / Religious Conversions 


SHR 658 
Manogaran, Chelvadurai 


Ethnic Conflict and Reconciliation in 
Sri Lanka 


Honolulu: University of Hawai 
Press;1987 


xiii, 232 p 
DESCRIPTORS: Tamil Homeland / Agreements 


/ Colonisation / Agricultural Development / 
Tamil Eelam 
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March 1 


HEAVY FIGHTING IN 
VAVUNIYA: Airforce bombed 
LTTE positions in the areas of 
Kalmadu, Iranai and Illupaikulam 
near Vavuniya. Army is also reported 
to have attacked Thavasikulam, and 
Eechamkulam using Tanks. Heavy 
fighting between LTTE and the 
security forces was also reported at 
Keerichudakulam. 


SOLDIERS KILLED: JOC 
Commander Gen.Hamilton 
Wanasinghe announced that 21 
soldiers were killed in a confrontation 
with LTTE in Thoppigala on the 
Batticaloa-Polannaruwa border. Four 
officers managed to escape and return 
to camp. Two more soldiers were 
killed when the LTTE attacked the 
north-eastern part of the Elephant 
Pass military camp. 


March 2 


SINHALESE RE-SETTLED: 
Twenty nine Sinhalese families 
displaced by violence in 1985 from 
Kokuveliyar village, in Vavuniya and 
had taken refuge in Anuradhapura 
were brought back and re-settled in 
the same village by the security forces. 


March 3 


ATTACK ON ARALIT: Shells fired 
indiscriminately from Kayts in the 
night killed Ponnuthurai Valliyamai 
(age 48), P.Sivakumar (age 12), 
P.Chandrakumar(age 8), L. Yogaran- 


jan (age 10) and L. Yogaranjithamalar. 


They were sleeping when the shell fell 
on their house near the Arali coast 
Pillayar Temple. 


PRESIDENT URGED TO STOP 
AIRPORT EXPANSION : 
Members of Parliament Suresh 
Premachandran, Emmanuel Silva and 
R Kugunes have urged President 
Premadasa to immediately withdraw 
the Airport extension plan at 
Thatchankulam in the Vavuniya 
District. According to the MPs 150 
families in Soosaipillayarkulam, 200 
families in Rambaikulam and 400 
families in Kovilkulam would lose 
their homes. Airport expansion is 
planned for military purposes. 


March 4 


HELICOPTER ATTACK IN 
BATTICALOA: Thihilivathai, 
Siruthenkal and Vattavan areas in 
Batticaloa District came under attack 
by firing from helicopter gunships. 
According to sources this was the first 
time these areas were attacked by the 
security forces. 


OPERATION WANNI-WIK- 
RAMA-3: JOC announced that the 
military operation code named 
“Wanni Vikrama-3” had been 
successfully completed. Over 3,000 
troops, Chinese built Tanks, trucks, 
lorries, buses, tractors and ambulances 
had been used to move nine miles 
north of Vavuniya to Thavasiyakulam, 
Sasthirikulankulam and Eechankulam. 
JOC claimed that 50 Tigers were 
killed, but LTTE reports say that the 
army retreated because of heavy 
resistance and heavy casualties. 


March 5 


ARREST IN HILLCOUNTRY: 
Four Tamils from Rattota were 
arrested by Matale Police alleging that 
they have connections with the LTTE. 
Secretary of the Lanka Estate 
Workers Union S.Ramanathan has 
called for their immediate release. 


March 6 


SHELLING IN ARALIT: People 
living in the Arali area in the Jaffna 
District went on a procession to 
Jaffna and handed over a petition 
detailing destruction of their homes 
and other buildings, to the Jaffna 
Government Agent K. Manikavasagar, 
urging immediate end to indiscri- 
minate shelling and bombing by the 
army and the airforce. It was reported 
that people living in Arali had moved 
to other areas. 


March 7 


CYCLE BOMB: Two officers and 3 
Special Task Force personnel were 
seriously injured when a bomb tied to 
a bicycle exploded in a market in 
Kalmunai. 


March 8 


SOLDIERS KILLED IN 
JAFFNA: LTTE attacked an army 


convoy carrying 100 soldiers venturing 
out of their camp at Kattaikadu in 
Vadamaradchchy East. Twenty three 
soldiers are reported killed and large 
quantities of arms and ammunition 
taken away by the LTTE. 


PROPERTY DESTROYED: JOC 
announced that they had attacked an 
important LTTE base at Ramakrishna 
Road in Kondavil in Jaffna. Two 
houses belonging to Kankiah 
Nirmalakumar and Tharmalingam 
Tharmarasu were reported to kave 
been razed to the ground and several 
other buildings damaged in the air 
attack. Three LTTE members were 
reported killed and several injured in 
the attack. 


March 9 


TAMIL BUSINESSMEN 
RELEASED: Four Tamil 
businessmen and a principal arrested 
by the STF from Namunukula and 
Ballekettuwa in Badulla District were 
released following the intervention of 
Industries State Minister M.S.Sella- 
samy. 


March 10 


REFUGEE CAMP DES- 
TROYED: The Puttur Refugee 
camp in Jaffna District was destroyed 
by fire. One person is reported to 
have died of burns and three others 
were admitted to hospital with serious 
injuries. Over 200 refugees lost their 
entire belongings and moved to other 
places. 


March 11 


ATTACK AT ELEPHANT PASS: 
The LTTE launched simultaneous 
attacks On seven sentry points in 
Thattuvan Kottai in Elephant Pass in 
the early hours of the morning. 
Several soldiers were killed and 
weapons captured. According to the 
JOC, Captain David of the LTTE and 
several others were killed at 
Vettrilaikerni. 

March 12 


SHELLING IN JAFFNA: The 

Army was engaged in shelling from 
their camps at Valalai, Veemanka- 
mam and Kadduvan in Valikamam 





Tamil Information No. 8 





MARCH DIARY 





North in the Jaffna District. The navy 
also fired shells from sea off 
Thiruvadinilal, Mathagal, Poonakary 
and Siththankurichchi. 


March 13 


REFUGEES DENIED RELIEF: 
Over 700 families re-settled in 
Thambalagaman reported that they 
were not given any relief over seven to 
eight months and were undergoing 
severe hardship. 


March 14 


POLICE URGED TO PROVIDE 
PROTECTION: Representatives 
from opposition parties sought 
assurance from the Government 
Agent of Batticaloa R.Mohanaguru- 
samy and ASP Ranjith Perera that 
refugees to be resettled at Manjam- 
thoduvai should be provided police 
protection from threats by Home 
Guards and the security forces. It was 
stressed that no refugee should be 
brought to Manjamthoduvai without 
police assurance of security. 


March 15 


ATTACK ON STF: The LTTE 
attacked a Special Task Force unit at 
Komari in Batticaloa District and 
several STF men were reported 
seriously injured. STF announced that 
they had killed one LTTE guerrilla. 


“March 16 


TIGER BASE ATTACKED: Sri 
Lankan airforce bombed Valvettith- 
urai and announced that they had 
damaged a Sea Tiger’s base named 
‘Kadal Pura’. 


March 17 


FIGHTING IN MANAL ARU: 
Heavy fighting was reported in Manal 
Aru between the LTTE and the 
security forces. Continues bombing 
from air and shelling from camps were 
also reported. The army had sustained 
heavy losses according to reports. 


March 18 


PRIVATE BUS ATTACKED: A 
private bus carrying passengers was 
attacked with grenades near the 
Kattankudi Peoples Bank in the 
Batticaloa District at 6.40 am by an 


unknown person. Three passengers 
including a women were killed and 
nineteen others injured. 


March 19 


BODIES IN BATTICALOA: 
Three bodies were found in Batticaloa 
with gun shot wounds. Two of the 
bodies were seen at Ondachohima- 
dam. The third body was found at 
Pattiruppu and has been identified as 
that of Nallathamby Vigneswaran. 


March 20 


INTENSE FIGHTING IN 
MULLAITIVU: Heavy fighting was 
reported in Mullaitivu jungles. 
Reports said 2000 Sri Lankan troops 
were involved in the fighting and 28 
soldiers and a number of tigers were 
killed. 

March 21 


SHELLING FROM SEA: The 
Polikandy area in the Jaffna District 
was shelled from Valvettiturai sea by 
the Navy. Heavy damage was caused 
and large number of people reported 
to have fled the area. 


March 23 


SEARCH IN BATTICALOA: An 
intense search operation was carried 
Out by the police in Batticaloa town. 
Number of check-points were 
established and those going in and out 
of the town were searched. 


March 24 


KOKKADDICHOLAI COMMIS- 
SION REPORT: The Presidential 
Commission appointed to investigate 
the Kokkaddicholai massacre of 
Tamils submitted its final report to 
President Premadasa. The Commis- 
sion has recommended compensation 
for Tamils killed and property 
damaged or destroyed. 


March 25 


CATHOLIC DELEGATION TO 
JAFFNA: A Catholic delegation lead 
by Bishop of Chilaw Rev.Marcus 
Fernando visited Jaffna to meet LTTE 
leaders Anton Balasingham, 
Mahattaya, Sri and Yogi. The 
delegation also expected to meet 
NGOs and church leaders. 


March 26 


CHILDREN NEGLECTED:Tamil 
MPs and NGOs have urged the 
government to immediately provide 
clothing for 763 Tamil refugee 
families living in Komari village in the 
Amparai District. About 1350 
children in the village were reported 
badly undernourished and needed 
immediate attention. 


March 27 


REFUGEES RETURN TO 
VAVUNTITYA: Tamil refugees 
returned from Tamil Nadu to 
Trincomalee were brought to 
Vavuniya and housed in the refugee 
camp near Vavuniya railway station. 
Plans are afoot to move these 
refugees to the refugee reception 
centre at Thandikulam. 


March 28 


MILITARY OPERATIONS: 
Security forces launched military 
operations in various places in 
Baticaloa, Trincomalee, Manal Aru 
and Polonnaruwa. A number of 
arrests were reported. 


March 29 


POLICE RECORD VEHICLES: 
Police were ordered to collect details 
of all vehicles in Gampola Town in 
the Hill Country. Police officers are 
reported to be visiting houses and 
recording names and addresses of car 
owners, car engine numbers and 
locations where the cars are parked. 


March 30 


RELEASE OF HILL COUNTRY 
TAMILS: Tourism Minister 
S.Thondaman announced that Tamils 
arrested On suspicion from the Uva 
province were being released after 
investigations. 


March 31 


ABDUCTIONS IN NUWARA 
ELITYA: Complaints have been 
made to Tourism Minister S 
Thondaman that there was no 
information about the three Tamil 
youths abducted in Nuwara Eliya in 
July 1991. It is suspected that the 
police had taken them into custody. 
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Senior Police Officer Reveals Truth About 


The notorious vigilante group 
“Black Cats”, which killed hundreds 
of youths in south Sri Lanka, was 
formed and controlled by the ruling 
United National Party (UNP), 
according to former Deputy Inspector 
General of Police Premadasa 
Udugampola. 


Mr Udugampola who was the head 
of the Bureau of Special Operations 
(BSO) until recently, has gone 
underground following a court order 
that he should be questioned by the 
Criminal Investigation Department on 
the death in police custody of 
Attorney-at-Law Wijedasa 
Liyanarachchi in September 1988. Mr 
Liyanarachchi had appeared in a 
number of 42beas corpus applications 
in court and was arrested on 
allegations of connection with the 
JVP (People’s Liberation Front). The 
court has also ordered Mr Udugam- 
pola’s passport to be impounded and 
the National Intelligence Bureau has 
been told to ensure that he remains in 
the island. 


In late March Mr Udugampola 
telephoned newspapers and said that 
he would be present in court, but 
failed to appear on the appointed 
date. In a letter to the opposition 
leader Sirimavo Bandaranaike he 
alleged that a group was planning to 
assassinate him as soon as he came 
into the open. 


Mr Udugampola has always enjoyed 
unstinting support within the 
government. In December 1982 he 
was found guilty by the Supreme 
Court of violating fundamental rights 
in the Pavidi Handa (Voice of the 
Clergy) case. Despite the imposition 
of a fine by the court the government 
promoted him immediately. In the 
1989-1990 period Mr Udugampola 
was given a free hand to deal with the 
JVP. Bodies of youths littered the 
streets wherever he took command, 
particularly in the southern, north 
central and central provinces. When 


Killer Squads 


questioned by the BBC in September 
1989 about the hundreds of bodies in 
the streets of Kandy, Mr Udugampola 
blamed “The Eagles of Central Hills”, 
although observers believe he himself 
along with the Black Cats was directly 
involved in the massacres. Five 
members of his family, including his 
mother were killed by the JVP in 
Galle in 1988. 


In a document titled “Status Report 
- Human Rights in Sri Lanka” 
published in February 1992, the Sri 
Lankan government stated as folows: 
“The government is taking action to 
retire senior police and Army officers 
accused of Human Rights violations. 
The most prominent instance is that 
of Deputy Inspector General of Police 
Premadasa Udugampola....”. The 
document also refers to strictures of 
the High Court which heard the 
Liyanarachchi case in March 1991 on 
Mr Udugampola and its statement 
that Mr Udugampola had given false. 
evidence to conceal his complicity. 


It is interesting that action is sought 
against Mr Udugampola now although 
a year has elapsed since the judgment 
in the Liyanarachchi case. Mr 
Udugampola says in a press statement 
that while he was head of the Bureau 
of Special Operations which was 
established in October 1990 to 
investigate crimes connected with 
narcotics, corruption, smuggling and 
illegal arms trade, he had discovered 
involvement of high officials in 
criminal activities. The Black Cats, he 
says, killed 830 persons between July 
and November 1989 in the Central 
Province alone and used his name as 
cover for their activities. But it 
appears that Mr Udugampola is 
suspected by the government of 
supporting the dissident Democratic 
United National Front (DUNF) led 
by former government Ministers 
Lalith Athulathmudali and Gamini 
Dissanayake. Observers say the 
government now perceives him as a 
clear opponent who may be sacrificed 


on the human rights alter to its 
advantage in dealing with the 
international community. 

Reports indicate that there is more 
to come from Mr Udugampola. It has 
always been suspected that govern- 
ment Ministers were involved in the 
formation and control of vigilante 
groups not only in the South but also 


in the East where massacres of Tamils 


are taking place. Will the names be 
revealed? 


Meanwhile, powers of the 
Colombo-based Joint Operations 
Command (JOC) headed by the 


_former Army Commander Hamilton 


Wanasinghe, have been curtailed and 
the armed forces and the police force 
have been authorised to conduct 
operations on their own. It appears — 
that an armed forces coordinating unit 
will be established in the north. In a 
significant move, the government 
changed Northern Army Commander 
Major General Denzil Kobbekaduwa 
to the North Central Province and 
Major General Gerry Silva has been 
appointed as Northern Commander. 
Major General Tilak Paranagama will 
be the new Eastern Commander. 


Earlier, field commanders had to 
obtain approval of the JOC for all 
major decisions. But with the recent 
changes the commanders will only 
report back to the JOC on field 
operations. Earlier reports had 
indicated that Maj. Gen. Kobbeka- 
duwa was in favour of a gradual 
expansion of the army’s footholds in 
the North in view of the large number 
of estimated civilian and military 
casualties in a major assault on the 
Jaffna peninsula. But army Comman- 
der Lt General Cecil Waidyaratne 
prefers a massive offensive on the 
peninsula even though estimates say 
some 50,000 civilians may be killed in 
the first attack. The changes indicate 
that Lt Gen. Waidyaratne has gained 
the upper hand and an all out assault 
on Jaffna is still on the cards¢ 
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Situation Report 





RAPID 
COLONISATION 
IN TAMIL AREAS 


Reports reaching TIC indicate that 
there is a rapid increase in colonisa- 
tion of traditional Tamil areas of 
Vavuniya District and Kokkilai. Over 
100 Sinhalese families were settled in 
Kokkilai and a large number of 
Sinhalese and Muslims were settled in 
Vavuniya District. In areas under 
control of the military the new settlers 
are provided incentives and other 
assistance by the government. Reports 
also indicate that a special military 
officer was appointed to supervise 
these settlements. Large amounts of 
money is believed to be spent on 
these colonisation schemes by the 
government. 


The LTTE allege that government 
authorities are continuing to colonise 
Trincomalee. According to the LTTE, 
Tamils have been forced to remain in 
refugee camps and the army and the 
Assistant Government Agent of 
Trincomalee were actively involved in 
the Sinhalese settlement programmes. 
Such colonisation has resulted in a 
drastic change in the _ ethnic 
composition 


VAVUNIYA 
REFUGEES 
RETURNED 


Seven hundred and Twenty six 
refugees who fled to India from 
Vavuniya fearing persecution have 
been brought to Trincomalee in the 
East by Ship. Rehabilitation Ministry 
officials said that the returnees would 








BRITISH ENVOY 
VISITS 
VAVUNIYA 


The British High Commissioner E 
G Fields visited Vavuniya and had 
met the Government Officers. He is 
also reported to have visited the 
refugee camps in the area¢ 


JAFFNA 
CHRISTIANS’ 
UNION RESOLVE 
TO END THE 
WAR 


The Jaffna Christians’ Union at its 
annual general meeting held on 7 
March at the YMCA building passed 
a resolution urging the Government 
of Sri Lanka to - 


(i) Withdraw the embargo on 
essential supplies of food, drugs and 
fuel to the North, 


(ii) proclaim an immediate ceasfire, 
and 


(iii) initiate talks with the LTTE 
without any precondition. 


The resolution was moved by the 
Rt.Rev.D.J.Ambalavanar, Bishop of 
the Jaffna Diocese of the Church of 
South India and seconded by Rev. 
Govindarajan, President of the 
Northeast Methodist Synod¢ 





DETENTION IN 
TAMIL NADU 


Tamil Nadu Education Minister S 
Aranganayagam announced that 105 
Tamils were detained under the 
Terrorism and Disruptive Activities 
(Prevention) Act (TADA) in Tamil 
Nadu. He insisted that TADA, 
introduced first time in Tamil Nadu in 
1991, is essential to arrest terrorist 
activities? 





KILLING OF LTTE 


JOC announced that during the last 
10 years, 4742 senior LTTE members 
have been killed. This information, 
according to JOC was obtained from a 
document found during military 
operations at Sinnathambalai in the 
Vavuniya District. According to the 
document 1004 members were killed 
in 1990 and between 1 January 1991 
and 31 October 1995, 1735 had died¢ 


EXHIBITION OF 
LOCAL PRODUCE 


A three day exhibition of local 
agricultural and industrial products 
was held at the Jaffna Hindu College 
under the auspices of the Centre for 
Women and Development from 7 
March. The exhibition displayed 
locally produced items. Alternative 
produce for those items banned or 
scarce in the Tamil Homeland were 
also on display. 


The display of various construction 
and light-engineering products by the 
Research Organisation of Tamil 
Eelam (ROOT), particularly 
alternative sources of energy and 
alternatives for cement reported to 
have attracted a large number of 
people at the exhibition¢ 


LTTE RELEASE 
MUSLIMS 


The LTTE released 13 Muslims 
detained by them for over 18 months 
in Jaffna. Al Haj W M Arniv, 
president of Muslims Refugee 
Rehabilitation Organisation thanked 
the UN Subcommission and the 
Quakers for their efforts in the 
release of Muslims¢ 


FOOD TO 
MULLAITIVU 


The government allowed to take 
two hundred and twenty tonnes of 
rice, flour, sugar, milkpowder and 
other items to Mullaitivu. The items 
were taken in 22 lorries accompanied 
by ICRC officials 


WORKERS ON 
STRIKE 


About 300 plantation workers from 
Eludaluwa Estate in Badulla is 
reported to have staged a strike on 11 
March. They had accused the 
management for not paying attention 
to their problems and grievances for 
many years¢ 
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Leading Light from the East: 


Swami Vipulananda 


The Centenary of the birth of one 
of Sri Lanka’s most versatile Tamil 
poets Swami Vipulananda is being 
celebrated by Tamils in Sri Lanka and 
several other countries. 


Swami Vipulananda was born in 
Karaithivu a small village on the 
eastern coast of Sri Lanka. The 
parents named the boy A@a//raganam. 
Mailvaganam received his early 
education in the Methodist school in 
Kalmunai and later continued his 
education at St. Michael’s College. 


During his school holidays he learnt 
Tamil from Vaithilingam, a learned 
Tamil scholar living in his village. 


He entered the English Teachers 
Training College in Colombo and 
became a trained teacher in 1912. His 
insatiable desire to learn Tamil 
enabled him to have acquaintance 
with the great Tamil scholars of his 
time such as Kandiapillai, Mudliyar 
Kailasapillai and Thamotharampillai. 
He obtained a Diploma in Science in 
1916 at the Technical College in 
Colombo. In the same year he 
succeeded in his “Pandithar” 
examination conducted by the 
Madurai Tamil Academy in Tamil 
Nadu and became known as Pandithar 
Mailvaganam. 


In 1917 he went to St.Patrick 
College, Jaffna as a teacher and while 
teaching gained his University of 
London bachelors degree in science. 
Three years later in 1920 he was 
appointed the Head Teacher of 
Manipay Hindu College. 


While in Jaffna Pandithar 
Mailvaganam’s association with 
religious personalities like Yogar 
Swami attracted him to a life of 
religious devotion and spiritual 
studies. He met Swami Sarvananda in 
1922, and the encounter led him to 
the Ramakrishna Mission in Madras 


where he was ordained a Hindu priest. 
He donned his robes in-1924 and was 

given the honorific name of Swams 
Vipolananda. 


One of Swami Vipulananda’s 
services to his community was the 
establishment of a branch of the 
Ramakrishna Mission in Batticaloa 
when he returned to Ceylon in 1925. 
He also established several schools 
and orphanages and hostels for 
students. He founded ashrams in 
Batticaloa, Trincomalee and 
Colombo. In 1913 he became 
Professor of Tamil at the Annamalai 
University where he served for three 
years. 


His religious fervour urged him on 
pilgrimage to the Himalayas in 1937. 
In 1939 he took over the responsibi-. 
lity of editor of the spiritual journal 
“Prabuddha Baratha” a publication by 
the Mayavathi Ashram. 


Swami Vipulananda returned to 
Ceylon to take the position of the first 
Professor of Tamil at the University 
of Ceylon where he served till his 
death in 1974 at the age of fifty five. 


Swami Vipulananda was proficient 
in Tamil, English and Sanskrit. His 
talents, skills and interests were 
varied. His knowledge of science 
particularly physics, his keen interest 
in Tamil culture and the arts 
particularly music, his knowledge of 
languages particularly Tamil resulted 
in his research and deep study into 
the mathematical analysis of carnatic 
music. His tireless toil over a period 
of nearly fourteen years resulted in his 
production of the classic “YAAZH 
NOOL”. It is said that he spent hours 
on a boat on the Batticaloa lagoon 
listening to the sounds of the famous 


“Singing Fish” while researching for 
his book. The Yaazh Nool analyses 
the musical skills of ancient Tamils 
and describes the musical instruments 
such as Vilyaazh, Periyaazh 
Makarayaazh, Sengotiyaazh and 
Sagodayaazh used by the Tamils many 
centuries ago. 


Among his other publications the 
best known are Mathanga Soolamani 
and Nadaraja Vadivam. He also 
published several translations and 
Original essays on a wide variety of 
subjects. His writings reveal his clear 
thinking and understanding of not 
only Tamil and Sanskrit literature but 
also English classics like Shakespeare 
with whose writings and ideas he 
compares Eastern literature. He also 
translated Homer’s Greek epics Iliad 
and Odyssey and English poems into 
Tamil. All those who know Swami 
Vipulananda personally always 
remember him for his simplicity and 
understanding of the problems of 
those around him. He was a very 
tolerant person and he was both 
respected and loved by everyone with 
whom he associated. Swami 
Vipulananda gave new life to the 
Tamil language, literature and music. 
He reintroduced forgotten styles in 
Tamil poetry. He has a special place 
in the hearts of the Tamil people 
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